WINNERS

479TH TACTICAL FIGHTER WING
HARLES E. TOFFERI
F-104 STARFIGHTER

U.S. AIR FORCE WORLD-WIDE GUNNERY MEET
NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE, NEVADA




PROJECT WILLIAM TELL is sometimes called the
“fighter pilot's world series.” This annual USAF fighter
weapons meet draws the elite of U. S. Air Foree pilots
and planes from commands all over the world.

Events in this year's tactical fighter weapons
competition included close support missions such as
dive-bombing, gun and rocket strafing, and napalm de-
livery; interception missions for air-to-air gunnery and
missions for special weapons delivery in several cate-
gories,

William Tell is a rigid test for the men, the aircraft,
their weapons and the supporting organizations. It is
designed to simulate actual combat conditions as closely
as possible. This year’s meet at Nellis Air Force Base
has been described as “probably the toughest, most real-
istie contest in the history of the fighter competition.”

BOX SCORE

Place Pilot Atreraft Poinis
1st Capt. C. E. Tofferi F-104 19,018
2nd Capt. J. D, Salvucei F-100 17,304
ord Capt. R. D. Tucker F-100 17,134
4th Lt. C. M. Bummers F-100 16,502
5th Capt. R. E. Bishop F-100 15,633
6th Capt. M. 8. Muskat F-105 15,634

The winner, Captain Charles E. Tofferi, taxis his Lockheed F-104 Starfighter baek to the line
after landing. The new ehampion recovded perfect scores in four of the tuelve individual events,




BELOW LEFT: A blanker of fire covers the desert after the loy-down of napalm in one of the close
support combination events.

BELOW RIGHT: Starfighter releasing napalm in o low-level puass over the target area. Smudge
under the cockpit marks muzzle blast of the Vulean 20 mm rapid-fire cannon.  Projeet
Willtiam Tell again underscored the F-104's ideal suitability for all close support missions.

ABOVE LEFT: Billowing mushroom envelops the target area in fig
blast ean be gauged by car (eireled) at middle distanee.

ABOVE RIGHT: Rocket salvo explosions obliterate the target, Capt. Tofferd, piloting the lone F-104,
was the only entrant to achieve a perfect score in one of the cloge support eombination events,

He recorded one thousand points each with napalm, rockets and strafing— three thousand
points out of o possible three thousand.

hter's wake. Awesome size of
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ABOVE LEFT: Jubilant erew from George A.F.B. clusters around Major General
Karl Truesdell, Jr., commander of the 12th Air Force, the victorious F-104
and Captain Tofferi. The champion paid genevous tribute to his Crew, saping,

“We wouldn’t have gotten any place at all if it weren't for these terrific guys
on the ground.”

LEFT: General Walter C. Sweeney of the U.S. Air Force Tactical Air Command presented the
General Jesse H. Auton trophy for over-all highest se

ore to Captain Tofferi in ceremonies after the

meet. Captain Tofferi also captured the General Hout S. Vandenburg trophy for seoving top honors
— 8,565 points—in the high explozives events.

seLow: Captain Tofferi received the enthusiastic acelaim of squadron mates and rivals alike. General
Curtis E. Le May, Air Force Chief of Staff, wired his congratulations to Capt. Tofferi: “Congratula-
tions to you and your F-104 for being nearly 2,000 points betler than your nearest competitor,”
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ABOYE RIGHT: Air Force “Top Gua” and A, W “Tony” Le Vier, veteran test pilot
and Lockheed Director of Flight Operations. Said Tofferi after his outstanding
win, “The F-104 i easy to fly and to maintain. I¥'s adaptable to any job, both

in the conventional and special weapons fields, and the Sidewinder-Vulean gun
combination is the finest armament system I have had the onportunity to flu




Although the 1962 William Tell victory is an impressive showing, successes
like this are by no means unique in the Starfighter’s distinguished record.
Here are some other highlights of achievement during the past few years.

]950 The F-104 became the only atreraft ever to hold world records for speed, altitude,
and time-to-climb, simultaneousty.

Ten days later, Captain W, W, Irwin, also of the In December seven time-to-climb records were set

83rd Fighter-interceptor Squadron, flew hiz F-104 by a pair of Starfighters flown by 1at Lis. W. T.

to a new world gpeed record of 150409 m.p.h. Smith and K, K. Fnevoldson of the 538th Fighter-
Interceptor Squadron.

Waorld's altitude record of 91,249 feet was set
by Maj. Howard €. Johnson of the 83rd
Fighter-Intercepior Squadron, Hamilion Air
Force Base.

Also in December a new time-to-intercept
record was set by twe F-104A Starfighters
piloted by Captaing M. Schaff and B. Jones.
They intercepted and destroyed a target 172
miles from base, at 35,000 feet, in less than
nine minutes from brake release,




During May, Starfighters from the 538th Fighter-Intereeptor
1959 Squadron moved into Tyndall Air Force Base to participate in

Project Pat Hand. For 30 days o f intensive evaluation on a war-
time basis, the 538th achieved un in-commission rate above 90%. In the
course of one 60-howr mock-war exercise, 22 Starfighters flew 241 consecu-
tiwe operational sorties without a single abort. Commenting on this achieve-
ment, Col. M. H. Ashking, commander of the 73rd Air Division said. “This

The 1959 Collier Award reads-

“To the United States Air Foree and
industry team responsible for the F-104
Interceptor: Clarence L. Johnson of
Lockheed Aireraft Corporation for de-
sign of the air frame: Neil Burgess and
Gerhard Neuwmann of the Flight Pro-
pulsion Division, General Electrie
Company, for development of its J-79
turbojet engine; Lt. Col, Howard C.
Johnson, U.S. A.F., for establishing a
world land-plane altitude record of
91,243 feet; and Maj, Walter W, Irwin,
U.S.A.F., for estabilishing a world
straightaway speed record of 1,404.09
miles per hour.”

ABOVE: During May, the 1513t Fighter-Interceptor Squadron, deploved to Germany during
the Berlin erisis again demonstrated the Starfighter's performance capabilities under
combat-alert conditions. Flying air superiority combat patrols along the Berlin corridor,
the 151st set a new squadron record for monthly total flight time of 836:05 hours. 576
sorties were flown with only four air aborts. Total direet maintenance on the aireraft dur-
ing this period of intensified operations amounted to onl ¥ 12,4 muaintenance man-hours
per flight-howr.

LEFT: In this edition of Project William Tell, the F-104 team from the 479th Tactical
Fighter Wing at George AFB, was the high scoring TAC team with 45,231 points. The
team leader, Col. George I. Ruddell took the Team Captain High TAC Team Award with
11,347 points.

particular record borders on the phenomenal.” Later in the year, this inered-
ible in-commission performance was exeeeded by three other F-104 squad-
rons—the 337th, the 83rd, and the 56th.

To elimax 1959°s achievements. the F-104 Starfighter won the Collier
Trophy, awarded for “the greatest achievement in aviation in Ameriea, the
value of which has been thoroughly demonstrated by actual use during the
vreceding year.”

LEFT: The F-104 team from the 538th Fighter-Interceplor Squadron won the Richard I.
Bong trophy during the William Tell Weapons Meet at Tyndall Air Force Buge, Plorida.
Two Atr Defense Command F-104 Squadrons scored perfect hits on every one of their
night missions. Perfeet seores were also recorded on all eight high-altitude missions.

The Starfighter became the first
airplane to erceed 100,000 feel
when Captain Joe B, Jordan
pushed the world altitude record
to 103,895.5, During this attempt,
Captain Jordan added a world
time-to-climb mark for 30,000
meters (98 424 ft.) in 15 minutes
4.82 seconds, and reached a mari-
mum speed of Mach 2.36.

-.-And so the Starfighter's record of achievement continues. The F-104 weapon system

i is fully developed and proven. This multimission fighter is rolling from production
lines in seven countries on three continents. Its superior performance, reflected in the
successes just described, is available to Air Forces throughout the free world.






